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Palm Sunday 9:15am Holy Communion (Christ Church and St John’s) + Palm Crosses 

(1st April) 10:30am Holy Communion with distribution of Palm Crosses (St John’s) 

 3:00pm Palm Sunday - Songs of Praise (Christ Church) 
   

Monday 10:00am Wastewatchers Holiday Club 
   

Tuesday 10:00am Wastewatchers Holiday Club 
   

Wednesday 10:00am Wastewatchers Holiday Club 

 1:30pm Holy Communion (Christ Church) 
   

Maundy Thursday 10:00am Holy Communion (St John’s) 

 7:30pm Fellowship and Communion  (St John’s) 
   

Good Friday 

(6th April) 

10:00am Hebburn Churches Together Service in Town Centre followed by 

Procession 

 10:30am Jarrow Churches Service in Park followed by Procession [details inside] 

 2:00pm Devotional Hour by the Cross at St John’s 
   

Easter Day 

(8th April) 

Very early Sunrise service at South Shields – details to follow.  

Sunrise @ 6:21am BST 

 9:15am Holy Communion (Christ Church and St John’s) 

 10:30am Holy Communion (St John’s) 

 6:00pm Easter Praise (St John’s 
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SIMPLY………..TRUST 
 

As a relative newcomer to St John’s my family & I 

have been made to feel welcome and at home from our 

very first visit and I feel I would like to share with you 

a recent example of the way God has touched our lives, 

and indeed changed my path in particular but also that 

of my whole family. 

 

We have been attending St John’s church for almost a 

year now, and those of you who know us, and some of 

you who don’t, will know that I work as a nurse on a 

children’s unit at the ‘cutting edge’ of current medical 

science.  Increasingly this also puts my area of practice 

at the forefront of ethical and moral debate on a 

personal and indeed international level.  Increasingly 

over the summer I began to feel that the decisions taken 

regarding some aspects of treatment are more and more 

at odds with my beliefs as a Christian. 

 

After spending a few weeks feeling generally conflicted 

about what I should do, look for another job somewhere 

else in nursing, look for another career, etc I brought 

my thoughts and concerns before God one evening and 

asked for His guidance. 

 

The very next morning I got up and while the shower 

was heating up I checked my e-mail (yes e-mail is 

faster than an electric shower) and there on my desktop 

was an invitation to apply to a graduate teacher-training 

course.  I mentally dismissed it at once for many 

reasons, expense being the main one, but still felt 

compelled to visit the web site.  There I found it was 

not as expensive as I thought that there is provision for 

childcare and I could be starting in about six weeks 

time.  After wasting a lot of hot water, I applied (online) 

there and then.  

 

I started back at university in September, and facing 

such a lifestyle change, and inspired by a few Sunday 

morning sermons at St John’s, I decided to conduct a 

little test.  (No, I haven’t been laying any fleeces in my 

back garden)  I decided to test myself.  I had made this 

huge decision because I felt God had directed me to do 

so, I had prayed and God had answered that prayer.  

But, do I really put my trust in God, as I should?  

Whenever I pray I give thanks for the things that have 

touched me that day, and pray for guidance on specific 

issues or situations that are on my mind at that time, but 

am I asking God to direct His attention to specific 

things when I should trust Him to know what is 

important?  So I decided that for at least one day (my 

first day at university) I would not pray for any issue, 

just say thank you to God and trust Him to lead me 

down the right path. 

 

Having never been to Sunderland by metro I got off the 

metro in Sunderland city centre and had no idea where 

the university was!  After 10 minutes of wandering I 

decided I was lost and headed back to the metro station 

to start again.  As I did I came across a group of about 

twenty denim clad, folder holding 18-19 year olds, 

deciding they must be students I followed them 

thinking they were going to the university.  Indeed they 

were, and I would never have found it if I had not come 

across them.  Once I was on the campus I was easily 

able to find the building I needed as I’d had an 

interview there the previous week.  Now I was on the 

approach I felt quite nervous at the prospect of starting 

back in education after 5 years and having had two 

children during that time.  My worries were quickly 

interrupted by a bit of a thud as a woman fell down 

straight in front of me.  I helped her up and asked where 

she was going in case she needed any help, she was 

heading to the same group as me, and we were going to 

be classmates!   

 

I truly feel that God has directed me to this path and has 

continued to bring people into my life that can help me 

to enrich my faith and bring me closer to Him, though 

thankfully not always with the thump that Lesley 

endured.  I pray that His efforts will be rewarded and I 

am able to continue to serve Him and bring others to the 

Good News of His word as He had brought me. 

 

‘You will keep in perfect peace, 

 those whose minds are steadfast because 

 they trust in you.’ 

Isaiah, 26:3 
 

Georgina Jackson 
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Best bits – the dorm leaders Hannah and Becca and 
camp, the campfire even though it was scary. Food – 

was wicked, Danielle was such a good cook. 
I learnt how to be a better person and more Christian 
although I think Id need to go again to become a full Christian. Love to go again and see Becca, Hannah and Danielle.”  

Sarah Henley 
[ p.s Oakes rule ] 

I went to the Oakes and everyone was friendly. The 

activities were so cool. Seeing Danielle was mint and 

she was cooking our food. I went to the meetings and 

the bible studies, they were mint and helped me learn 

loads. Becca and Hannah were also very funny and I 

hope I see them again. Also the funniest bit was the 

campfire and all of the songs. I would love to go again.” 

 

Cheryl  Thomp son.  

Rockclimbing was so cool and seeing Danielle was 
nice, I also made some good friends like Rebecca and 
Hannah (My dorm leaders). The campfire was funny. I 

got abit muddy but that was the only bad bit. I loved the 
Jacket Potatoes but unfortunately I am a fussy eater 

and didn’t eat anything else (It wasn’t Danielle but the 
choice of food). I learnt a lot about our friendship with 

God and about being a christian. Thanks to the Oakes I 
am a 100% Jesus preaching, sin destroying, full on believer and luvin it.” 

 
Beth O’Doherty  

Thanks for letting me go, I was just sorry I had to leave 

early. Hope to go again sometime.”  
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Ruth and Danny 
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Dr Helen Roseveare served as a medical 
missionary with WEC (Worldwide 
Evangelization for Christ), in the Congo for 20 
years. Her time in Africa in the 1950’s – 1970’s 
encompassed the period of rebel uprising 
when she was held captive for 6 months. 
 
Her book entitled “ Living Sacrifice ” (ISBN 0-
87123-957-4) tells the remarkable story of this 
part of her life, plus much more! 
 
Below is an extract which I hope will 
encourage you to put into practice the motto of 
WEC, written by it’s founder C.T. Stroud in 
1913: “If Jesus Christ be God and died for me 
then no sacrifice can be to great for me to make 
for him ”. 
 
Book Extract 
 
As the branch, to become an arrow has to lose it’s 
leaves and flowers, so I perhaps had to lose the 
pleasant home, fixed salary, married joys, 
ownership of books and pretty things. There is 
nothing wrong with the leaves and flowers, indeed 
they are essential to the life of the branch, but they 
are a hindrance, a weight to a balanced arrow. The 
sick branches, thorns and knots must all be trimmed 
away with the whittling knife, to perfect the arrow. 
Whereas God is working on my temperament, 

impatience, habits and my cowardice to face myself 
– to see myself as others see me.  
 
Finally the bark has to be stripped away and so to I 
have lose my desire for my “rights” in order to 
preserve my individuality (rather than allowing 
God the full right to take over my life and to perfect 
my personality). 
 
I have to let God take over from me my perceived 
strength in order that he may more fully reveal his 
own strength. The continuing reshaping of me, into 
the image of his son. (Gal 2:20; John 10:10; John 
12:24 and Cor 4:7). 
 
I need to be so utterly God’s that he can use me or 
hide me as he chooses, as an arrow in the hand or in 
the quiver. 
 
To find out how God shaped and used Helen 
as a pioneering missionary in Africa you will 
need to get the book. If, like me you become 
riveted to this woman’s life of continued 
yielding to the master craftsman’s hands, other 
books equally exciting by the author are: 
 
“Give me this mountain” and “He gave us a 
valley” (a two part autobiography). 
 
“Living Faith”, “Living Holiness” and “Living 
Fellowship”. 
 
There are some W.E.C. magazines on the table 
at the back of the church, included within is an 
article about Dr. Helen Roseveare. 
 
Pat Carey 
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HOLY WEEK BEGINS: Sunday 1st April - See 
programme on other pages 
MEN’S BREAKFAST: 7.30am Saturday 7th 
April 
PRAYER WALK: 7.30am - Saturday 14th April 
DISCIPLESHIP EXPLORED: begins 
Wednesday 18th April 
ONLINE: 8.00pm Thursday 26th April 
MISSION AND SPECIAL CONCERNS:  
8.00pm Monday - 30th April 
IX HOUR: Sunday 6th May – 7pm 

PRAYER WALK:  7.30am Saturday 12th May 
WOMEN’S MORNING:  Saturday 12th May 
JARROW FESTIVAL: 19th May – 3rd June 
[look out for more details] 
20:30 GROUP - CURRIE NITE: Friday – 18th 
May [details to follow] 
CHRIST CHURCH GARDEN PARTY: 23rd 
May – 2:30pm to 4:30pm 



A THREE POINT TURN THAT WENT SLIGHLY 

WRONG 

 
By John Holman 

 

The time is the mid 70’s and I am the 

master of the small cargo ship GEORGE 

ARMFIELD, named after an Elizabethan 

Artist. The ships previous name was the 

WINCHESTERBROOK, the object of the name 

change was possibly down to a catalogue 

of various mishaps – some for serious 

than others. 

 

 This incident happened when the vessel 

was under my charge. I joined the ship in 

Preston – bound for Northern Spain with a 

cargo of scrap metal. After setting sail 

on a Friday afternoon, we listened to the 

Shipping Forecast – southerly force 10 

for the Irish Sea, so for that night and 

most of Saturday we sheltered at anchor 

behind Anglesey. A good start – but worse 

things happen at sea as the saying goes. 

 

Having reached Spain – we delivered our 

cargo and were sent elsewhere for another 

one. 

 

Some months later – the ship was bound 

for Cork in the Republic of Ireland. We 

had the Pilot onboard and were proceeding 

up the last part of the harbour. I was on 

the wheel and working the engine room 

telegraph under the Pilot’s advice, the 

Chief Engineer was at the engine 

controls. 

 

The Pilot said we have to turn the ship 

180 degrees around then go along the 

quay. This was the equivalent of a three-

point turn in a car. As the harbour was 

by now quite narrow, the ship being small 

– we never took tugs.  

 

It just consisted of going half ahead and 

half or full astern on the engine. It was 

one of the ahead movements that I noticed 

from the wheel position and I remarked to 

the Pilot that the ship was travelling 

quite fast astern, considering we were 

meant to be going ahead. 

 

I rang double full ahead – the Chief 

Engineer just opened her up more astern. 

Leaving the wheel – I went down the 

ladder to the Boat Deck and was yelling 

down the open engine room skylight 

“ahead, ahead” – but this was lost in the 

noise of the engine. Possibly an anchor 

was let go to hold the ship, but this 

failed and we hit the concrete quay stern 

first. This caused a nice dent and a gash 

in the hull by the freshwater tank, 

nicely pouring and losing our water. 

Still it could have been far worse in 

that there were no injuries or another 

ship alongside. 

 

Eventually we moored up and I went down 

to the Chief Engineers cabin, were he was 

sitting dazed on his settee. What 

happened – I asked? Now we or I will have 

to talk my way out of this one. 

 

On the quay near the ship was a public 

phone. Taking the Chief Engineer with me, 

I rang up the ship manager in Cardiff – 

and it went something like this: 

 

Good morning Captain – this is the master 

of the George Armfield. The good news is 

we have arrived at Cork – unfortunately I 

have a slight mishap to report. What 

happened now – said the voice in Cardiff. 

That ship is a floating disaster – tell 

me about it I replied. 

 

To end the story – they kindly accepted 

that these things happen and the ships 

ended up in dry-dock in Cardiff. She was 

sold to foreign interests. She sailed 

until 1980 and sank at anchor in a gale.
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Reverend David Osman  

(Priest – in – Charge)  

St John's Vicarage, 23 St John's Avenue,  

Hebburn, NE31 2TZ 

Tel: (0191) 422 7505 

Reverend Barry Unwin 

(Curate)  

St Oswald’s Vicarage, St Oswald’s Road,  

Hebburn 

Tel: (0191) 483 3910 

Readers 
Cyril Muddit, 53 St. John’s Avenue, Hebburn Tel: 4832090 

Ken Smith, 35 Coquet Street, Jarrow Tel: 4215269                                                                            

Paul & Heather Stokes, 14 Carlton Terrace, Low Fell  Tel: 4822454 

Carol Unwin, St Oswald’s Vicarage, Hebburn  Tel: 4833910  

 

ST JOHN’S - HEBBURN 
at the heart of the community sharing 

the heart of Christ  

 

CHRIST CHURCH 

JARROW GRANGE 
Christ Centred – Town Centred  
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CHURCH WARDENS 

Walter Armstrong 

17 Bamburgh Grove, Jarrow. Tel: 4897385                                       

Gillian Melvin 

89 Agincourt, Hebburn Village. Tel: 4839691  
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Ethel Laycock 
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Miss Jackie Sandford 
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