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Bringing HOPE to the community. 
 

What is HOPE08?  It’s very simple.  It’s an initiative 
supported by most of the churches in the UK to help 

Christians share the Good News of Jesus  
with their local community. 

 
It’s not a programme.  It’s not really a project.  It is an 

opportunity for the churches to be about mission.  
Sometimes we will do things together with other churches.  

Sometimes we will do things as a congregation. 
 
 

Find out more about the year ahead inside �  
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We do live in a booze culture.  For example Gordon Brown is to meet with supermarket 

bosses to see what can be done about the binge drinking.  Christmas and New Year are 

almost upon us.  We will get some extra drink in I’m sure.  Here at St John’s and Christ 

Church some events will even feature alcohol.  It’s a very different world from the time when 

many Christians used to “sign the pledge”.  

 
So what would Jesus drink?  Well, Jesus first miracle (John 
2:1-11) involved him in turning water into wine – not the other 
way round! Certainly he ate and drank, so much so that his 
contemporaries accused him of being a drunkard (Luke 7:33-
34) 
 
Perhaps there are three main alcoholic principles we can distil 
from the Bible 
 
First - drink is a good thing.  It is the God-given “ “wine that 
gladdens the heart of man” (Psalm 104:15) and is to be 
received with thanksgiving (1 Timothy 4:4) 
 
Secondly -  drunkenness is a bad thing.  Proverbs 23 reminds 
us that it can lead to problems in life: poverty, woe, sorrow, 

strife, needless bruises, bloodshot eyes and hallucinations.  
Drunkards we are reminded will not inherit the kingdom of God 
(1 Cor 6.10, Gala 5:21) 
 
Thirdly -  For everything there is a season . . . “ (Eccl 3:1) 
including presumably a time to drink. 
 
In summary - when it is time to have a drink we should give 
thanks to God for what we are about to receive.  Drink in 
moderation and never ever get rolling drunk! 
 
A happy New Year 
 
(with acknowledgements to  Braddon Upex Briefing Magazine 
October 2007) 
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Sometimes I’m asked where are the good Christian re sources 

on the Internet, so I thought I’d suggest a few of my 

favourites.  

 

They’re all free, and well worth investigating. 

 

1. Bible software. 

 

Without a doubt, the best free bible software out t here is 

“ e-sword ”. It’s basically a “desktop bible” which can be 

expanded to incorporate loads of different bible 

translations (of which the English Standard Version  – ESV - 

is best), as well as commentaries, dictionaries, an d even 

Greek and Hebrew language tools. 

 

And once its on your PC (or your PDA) its searchabl e! So if 

you can’t quite remember where in the New Testament  it says 

“All scripture is God-breathed” simply type the tex t you’re 

looking for into the search function – and it’ll fi nd it 

for you. And if you click the bible verse it’ll bri ng up 

commentaries to help you understand it further. 

 

The software even allows you to install classic Chr istian 

writing from Antiquity: so if you fancy reading Cal vin’s 

Institutes of the Christian Religion or John Wesley , then 

e-sword is the best way to do it. (Or you could jus t read 

them online at www.ccel.org). 

 

Download e-sword free from: www.e-sword.net 

 

Other contenders:  

 

· Online bible search (includes NIV) 

www.bible.gospelcom.net  

· NET bible (www.bible.org) Great new translation, lo ts of 

extra theological resources. 

 

2. The Worldwide Church 

 

One of the things God has challenged me about great ly in 

the last few years is to pray for Christian brother s and 

sisters around the world who are facing persecution . 

 

Several Christian organisations provide regular e-m ail 

prayer letters and news about the Persecuted Church . For 

more info, visit: 

  

· www.barnabasfund.org 

· www.releaseinternational.org 

· www.persecution.com 

 

3. Child protection online 

 

The Internet can be a dangerous and scary place for  

children (and adults). I’ve tried various different  bits of 

software that “ filter ” unhelpful content from the Internet, 

and the best I’ve found is “ K9 web filter ” by a company 

called Blue Coat.  

 

It’s completely customisable, so you can control wh at types 

of sites your computer can access, and unlike many similar 

products it runs really fast. And best of all, it’s  free! 

Protect your family at: www.k9webprotection.com  

 

4. News 

 

There isn’t a good regularly updated UK Christian n ews 

service on the Internet. For example, the Church of  England 

newspaper ( www.churchnewspaper.com ) gives brief headlines 

and but you have to pay to access the full newspape r.  

 

However in America, there is a great weekly magazin e called 

Christianity Today ( www.christianitytoday.com ). Many of you 

will have come across books by its editor, Philip Y ancey, 

and like his writing, Christianity Today is full of  lively, 

stimulating, material. Best of all, you can subscri be to 

their email service – and receive updates on news 

developments that are of interest to you. 

 

Others to try: www.evangelicals.org 

 

5. Answering tricky theological questions 

 

We’ve probably all had a time where we’ve tried sti cking a 

“hard question” into Google and the answer we’ve re ceived 

has caused more confusion than the question.  

 

One of the things I’ve learned with Google, is that  

discerning what is helpful from what is unhelpful i s a 

skill you can only pick up through long practice an d lots 

and lots of bible reading. 

 

So I can’t stress enough that often, the safest pla ce to go 

for answers to hard questions is to your church lea ders.  

 

If we’re not available, the best place to search fo r 

articles about issues is: www.monergism.com . Monergism has 

masses of helpful articles on topics as diverse as “How the 

bible was compiled”, church history and the trinity ; 

moreover it has many classic writings from the grea ts of 

former centuries, like Spurgeon, JC Ryle and Jonath an 
Edwards. I’d take their word over Google  or Wikipedia  

anyday! 

   

6. The Websites of St John’s Church and Christ Chur ch. 

 

I can’t finish without mentioning the websites of o ur two 

churches: www.christchurchjarrow.co.uk  and 

www.stjohnshebburn.co.uk . 

  

The St John’s website is particularly helpful if yo u want 

to catch up on sermons missed (yes most of them are  there 

on video to download), and both websites have a reg ularly 

updated “what’s on” section – which if you’ve misse d the 

weekly notice sheet will let you know what’s going on, and 

where. 

 

I hope this has been a helpful article: if you ever  come 

across a resource online that is worth sharing, do let me 

know via my e-mail address: barry_unwin@bigfoot.com . 

 

 

Thanks

 
 
 
 



WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY SERVICES 
PRICES START FROM £350 

20 PHOTOGRAPHS IN SMALL ALBUM 

or DVD PRESENTATION 
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TEDCO BUSINESS CENTRE, VIKING INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

 JARROW, TYNE and WEAR NE32 3DT 

TEL 0796 7597530 
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SHIRTS & TOPS PRINTED 
GREAT FOR HEN NIGHTS / PARTIES, VARIOUS 

FONT STYLES, MANY COLOURS INCLUDING 

GOLD - SILVER – GLITTER, PRINTED WITH 

VINYL OR FLOCK, ALSO PHOTOGRAPHS 

HOME PORTRAIT SITTINGS 
SITTING FEES £25  

Includes FREE 

 £25 package for Christmas  

 

FREE MODEL TEST HOME SITTINGS  

 

VIDEO SERVICES AVAILABLE, ALL SERVICES ARE 

CONFIDENTIAL, AND COPYRIGHT PROTECTED 

 

FRAMES AND FRAMING SERVICE 

 

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS. REPAIRED AND RESTORED�
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 JARROW, TYNE and WEAR NE32 3DT 

TEL 0796 7597530 
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Prices to St John’s & Christ Church at least 

30% less than those shown in brochure. 

Contact David Wilson for details  
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CHRISTMAS 2007 SPECIALS 
Your Photo or Text Printed on to one of our SUPER S OUVENIRS 
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At St John’s 
 

Carol Singing in Parish . 
Sunday 16 th December 6.00pm                                                                             

An opportunity to sing on the streets and give 
seasonal refreshments 

 
Afternoon Tea Party  

Tuesday 18 th December. 2.00pm              
Entertainment followed by seasonal afternoon tea 

 

Parish Christmas Party 
Friday 21 st December 6.00pm 

Something for everyone 
Games, entertainment and bring some part food 

to share 
Tickets 50pence 

 
Puppet Christmas Spectacular 

Sunday 23 rd December 10.30am 
A puppet special followed by communion 

 
Carols Old and New 

Sunday 23 rd December 6.00pm 
An opportunity to hear again the Christmas story 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

5.00pm Christmas Tree Service 
with Bobby Bear  

A service with children in mind.  A special 
Christmas Eve celebration with Bobby Bear. 

Followed by seasonal refreshments 
 

11.30pm Holy Communion.  
Traditional carols and our first communion of 

Christmas 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
10.30am Christmas Family Praise.                   

Informal service. Children are invited to bring one 
of their presents to show us 

 
11.30am Holy Communion  (shortened form) 

�

At Christ Church 
 

Messy Church Christmas Special 
Monday 17 th December 3.45pm 

Craft, fun, food and the Christmas story 
 
 

Carol Concert with 
Jarrow Choral Society 
Friday 21 st December 7.00pm 

A feast of festive music 

 
Carols and Mulled Wine 
Sunday 23 rd December 3.00pm 

Carols around the Christmas Tree 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

7.00pm Carols and Communion  
Traditional carols with Holy Communion 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

9.15am Holy Communion 
Traditional carols and our first communion of 

Christmas 
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Some Extra Dates  
 
J JOHN AT THE CITY HALL 
 
Tuesday 11th Decmber 7.30pm Tickets £3 
 
Ninth Hour Friday 14th December 7.30pm  £5 
 
YELL CHRISTMAS PARTY - Monday 17th

December 3.45pm 
 
HEBBURN CHURCHES TOGETHER CAROL 
SINGING - Wednesday 19th December.  Meet at 
St John’s at 6.30pm  
 
HEBBURN CHURCHES TOGETHER CAROLS 
ROUND THE CRIB - Saturday 22nd December 
11.00am 
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST with The Bishop of Jarrow 
Saturday 5th January 7.30am 
 
BIKE RIDE BOULMER - Beginners Mountain 
Biking Saturday 5th January 10.00am 
 
WALK FOR HEALTH - Meet St John’s Saturday 
12th January 10.00am 
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Every year, for over 30 years, Urban Saints have been running Christian camps in a beautiful area of North 
Wales called Nefyn, which is on the Llyn Peninsula.   
 
A Nefyn camp is ‘proper’ camping in large frame tents shared by up to 6 boys or girls and a tent leader.  The 
activities provided are a wide variety including: beach trips to the beach 5 minutes away; football; hockey; craft 
activities; swimming; canoeing and a whole section of games such as ‘Hunt the Leader’, ‘Cluedo’ and 
‘Volcanoes’.  We also offer off site activities, such as horse riding, golf, climbing and others. 
 
Nefyn camps are explicitly Christian and exist to share the good news of Christ to young people in a fun and 
exciting way.  There are Christian meetings every evening which are always great fun and the highlight of each 
day, backed up with Bible studies and discussions at other times.   
 
There are 5 camps run each year and they cover the age range from 9-17, school years 5-13.  Each of these 
camps offer between 20 and 50 places and need a wide range of leaders.  Leadership roles vary from the 
practical such as cooking and wardening to tent leading and activities leading – there are opportunities, for 
young or old, to serve. 
 
Why are we telling you about these camps?  (Apart from the fact that we love it so much, we want to tell 
everyone how great they are!)  We are now the senior leaders on a camp this summer (as we were last year) and 
want to ask you to pray for our camp and us.  We also want to offer the chance to people from church to go to 
Nefyn as campers and leaders.  Nefyn is a fantastic experience for both campers and leaders and does so much 
to encourage and strengthen our faith that we are anxious that our church benefits from this.  Our camp this 
year is D camp, which is for children aged 12-14 (although this is flexible) and is on the 17th August for a week, 
with other camps available for different ages. 
 
Please think about whether you would like to serve in this way for a week or whether you think a young person 
could benefit from this, please get in touch for lots more details and a brochure.  We can guarantee a brilliant 
week that is the highlight of our year and we are already looking forward to. 
 

Dave and Lizzie Watkins 
(0191) 4161570�
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Reverend David Osman  

(Priest – in – Charge)  

St John's Vicarage, 23 St John's Avenue,  

Hebburn, NE31 2TZ 

Tel: (0191) 422 7505 

Reverend Barry Unwin 

(Curate)  

St Oswald’s Vicarage, St Oswald’s Road,  

Hebburn 

Tel: (0191) 483 3910 

Readers 
Cyril Muddit, 53 St. John’s Avenue, Hebburn Tel: 4832090 

Ken Smith, 35 Coquet Street, Jarrow Tel: 4215269                                                                                                    

Paul & Heather Stokes, 14 Carlton Terrace, Low Fell  Tel: 4822454 

Carol Unwin, St Oswald’s Vicarage, Hebburn  Tel: 4833910  

 

ST JOHN’S - HEBBURN 
at the heart of the community sharing 

the heart of Christ  

 

CHRIST CHURCH 

JARROW GRANGE 
Christ Centred – Town Centred  

w w w . s t j o h n s h e b b u r n . c o . u k  

a d m i n @ s t j o h n s h e b b u r n . c o . u k  

w w w . c h r i s t c h u r c h j a r r o w . c o . u k  

a d m i n @ c h r i s t c h u r c h j a r r o w . c o . u k  

CHURCH WARDENS 

Walter Armstrong 

17 Bamburgh Grove, Jarrow. Tel: 4897385                                                               

Gillian Melvin 

89 Agincourt, Hebburn Village. Tel: 4839691  
 

PCC SECRETARY 

Ethel Laycock 

 29 Dahlia Way, Hebburn  Tel: 4214726                                                                                                      

CHURCH WARDENS 

Miss Jackie Sandford 

108 York Street, Jarrow. Tel: 4301630 

Mrs Marion Dick 

19 Gloucester Way, Fellgate, Jarrow. Tel: 4838558  
 

PCC SECRETARY 

Mr Michael Bayles 

75 Wuppertal Court, Jarrow. Te: 4839078 �
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